THE CONGRESS STAND                            79
The Star of India said on May 6 that a very reliable
source disclosed to a reporter of the paper that to maintain
law and order in Calcutta during an emergency that might
arise in the event of a break-down of the IrdoBritish nego-
tiations, as may as ten thousand Gurkha soldiers had been
brought *o the city.
The pr.per added that Gurkha soldiers were seen marching
in seme psrrs cf south Calcutta and Chcwringhee area and
that seemed to further the belief of the people that ti;e city
was preparing to meet an emergency.
An A.PJ. message revealed on May S : "It is reliably
understood that the Delhi province police will very soon be
equipped with modern weapors, including machine-guns
and arn-icured cars, Training in these weapons is expected
to be.^in shortly at Kings way, which is reperted to have
been selected as the most suitable site for the purpose.
14 It is also Seirnt that the army authorities have agreed to
provide instructor? for training purposes.
u The police force will shortly be strengthened by recruit*
ing selected ex-servicemen. Increase of pay to police constables
is already reported to have been announced-
*' Tnese measures are being taken, it is stated, for modern^
ising the police force and to cope with any possible
political upheavals in the country."
The next day, May 9, a representative cf the Tiibune re-
ported from Karachi : u Authoritative details are available
regarding the District Magistrates' Conference held last week.
The official copy of the agenda secured discloses that it was
considered what measures should be necessary to be taken
against the revival of the 1942 movement, in case there is a
political deadlock and disagreement between two major poli-
tical parties, on account of the failure of the political talks
at Simla and Delhi, It was generally agreed that in Sind,
the revival of the movement would be confined to towns
only, so that it would be easy for the Government to control
the movement. The District Magistrates are, however, ad-
vised to take precautionary measures to meet any situation
that may arise as a result of the break-down of the Simla
negotiations-5*
Warning the people against possible collaboration between
Indian and British capitalists, Jaiprakash Narain said that